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Georgia Southern University
Men’s Basketball Digs Down to Get by UMKC 78-75
The Eagles play in the Gulf Coast Showcase Championship Wednesday.
Marc Gignac
Men's Basketball
Posted: 11/21/2017 9:41:00 PM
ESTERO, Fla. – Mike Hughes tallied 17 points and five rebounds, and Georgia Southern held UMKC to one field goal in the last four minutes to earn a 78-75 
men's basketball victory over the Kangaroos in the semifinals of the Gulf Coast Showcase Tuesday evening  in Germain Arena.
The Eagles advance to the championship game Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. against Towson in Germain Arena. The Citizen's Bank Countdown to Tipoff Pregame 
Show on the Georgia Southern Sports Network starts at 7 p.m.
With the Eagles leading 76-75, Hughes was fouled with 3.3 on the clock and calmly sank two free throws to make it a 3-point lead. Xavier Bishop tried a 30-
footer for the tie, but Tookie Brown slapped the ball away as he rose up and time expired.
Brown finished with 17 points, eight rebounds, four assists and two steals for the Eagles (5-0), and Ike Smith collected 12 points and eight rebounds. Montae 
Glenn had 11 points and 12 rebounds, and Jake Allsmiller scored eight.
Isaiah Ross scored 16 points to lead UMKC (2-4), and Broderick Robinson added 14 points, five rebounds and four assists. Aleer Leek posted 10 points and six 
rebounds.
The story
 Ross hit a triple from the corner to put UMKC ahead 73-71 with 4:21 to play and after a GS turnover, Ross had another 3-point try from the wing rim out. The Eagles dug 
down from there, forcing back-to-back shot-clock violations, before Jared Hamilton got a steal and Allsmiller took a charge, on the Roos' next four possessions.
Hughes made a jumper to tie the score 73-73, and Hamilton, who provided a huge spark with six points in 10 minutes off the bench, turned his steal into a 
transition jumper for a 75-73 lead with 1:11 to go. Allsmiller took the charge with 33 seconds left, and UMKC was forced to foul Brown, who made one for the 
three-point lead. Ross made a layup with seven seconds left, and GS got the ball inbounds to Hughes, who was fouled with 3.3 to go.
The Eagles survived a 14-of-28 night from the free-throw line. GS will try to win its first in-season tournament championship since taking the Islander Classic at 
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi in 2003.
Quotables
Senior guard      
Mike Hughes
"W e have the will the win, that's the big thing about this team. We have an older group so we know what it takes to win."
Head coach Mark Byington
 "I aged 25 years tonight. We did not play our best game; we were just out of it. We were fortunate enough that we were able to pull through. I thought certain guys really
kind of held us together tonight. Montae Glenn's rebounding was terrific, and he was able to finish inside. And Jared Hamilton made three humongous plays. I keep
telling the guys, and sometimes it's hard for them to understand this, but we need everybody. When you have a good team, everybody is going to have their time to step up
and when guys have their number called, they need to step up. We don't win the game tonight without guys like Jared and Quan doing what they did."
"The main thing for us right now is to get our bodies right and our rest. We were a step slow tonight. We have to recover well because we have had two hard-fought
games, and nothing about them was easy."
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